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The present situation and prospects for the development
of education cooperation between RK and SK: with special focus
on KazNU’s department of korean studies

Abstract. The article is devoted to cooperation in the field of education and prospects for its development
between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Korea. After the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the two countries, it is possible to track positive dynamics of cooperation in the cultural
and educational area. At the moment, the system of Korean studies in Kazakhstan is still in its infancy. Of
all the universities in Kazakhstan, the Department of Korean Studies of the Kazakh National University,
which opened its doors in 1994, made the greatest progress. The purpose of this article is to analyze
present situations of Korean studies in Kazakhstan with special focus on KazNU’s department of Korean
studies and to suggest prospects for the development of education cooperation between the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the Republic of Korea. Considerable attention is paid to projects and programs conducted
by the Kazakh side to promote this specialty. Based on the study, the authors provided further guidance for
the development of cooperation in the field of education between the Kazakh National University and the
Republic of Korea. The results of this research can make a significant contribution to the increase in the
number of students interested in learning not only the Korean language, but also history, culture, politics
and economics. Earlier, this problem is not enough studied, therefore, it is expected that this article will
give a breakthrough to the establishment of mutually beneficial cooperation in the field of education and
positive impact on educational exchanges between Korea and Kazakhstan, as well as diplomatic relations.
Key words: Korean studies, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, education cooperation, diplomatic
relations.

Anpnarna. MakanaKazakcran Pecrryonukacer men Kopest PecryOmikacer apacsiaga 0imiM Oepy camachbiHIarbI
BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK MEH OHBIH JaMy KeJleleriHe apHanaasl. Exi e apachbIlHAarsl TUIIIOMATHSUIBIK KapbIM-
KaTblHacTap OpHATBUIFAHHAH KeHiH MOJCHU- OLTIM Oepy OarbIThIH/IA BIHTHIMAKTACTHIKTHIH OH JMHAMHKA-
ChIH Oalikayra Oosazpl. Makana aBropiapsl an-Papadu ateiHgarsl Kaszak ¥nTThIK YHHBEpCHTETI MbIca-
JBIHIA KopeiiTaHy MaMaHIbIFbIHEIH Kazakcran PeciyOnmkachiHIarsl HETi3ri MopTeOeci MEH JaMybIHBIH
HETI3T1 XongapbiH KapacTeipabl. Kasipri tanaa, kopelTaHy MaMHIBIFBIHBIH KYHeci OacTarkel AeHreine
Typ mece Oomampl. KazakcTaHnmarel OYKiT YHHUBEpCHUTETTEpiH apacbiHma 1994 >xeuisl ambuiran Kazak
¥nTTHIK YHUBEPCUTETIHIH KopeHTaHy kadeapackl €H YJIKeH Hporpeccke Ko KeTKizdl. MakamaHbslg
Mmakcatsl Kazak ¥ITTHIK Y HUBEPCUTETIHIH KopelTany KadeapackIHbIH MbICaIbIHA Xamrbl KazakcTanaars
KOpeHTaHyAbIH Ka3ipri xarmaiibiHa Tannay skacay xone Kazakcran Pecrry6umkacst men Kopest Pecrry6mnn-
Kachl apachlHAa O17iM Oepy BIHTBIMAKTACTHIFBIH JIAMbITY YIIIH YCHIHBICTAP/Ibl YCHIHY OOJBIN TaOBIIa bl
ATaMBIIT MaMaHIBIKTEIH MOPTEOECiH JKOFaphUIaTy VIIH Ka3aKCTaHIBIK TapallicH OTKI3UICTIH Kobamap
MeH Oarjapiamanapra eneyii Hazap ayaapeiiagsl. JKyprisinreH seprreynid Herisinne aBtopiap Kazax
¥Yourreik YHuBepeuteti MeH Kopest PecriyOnikackr apacsiaia 0i1iM 6epy canachlHAaFbl BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTHI
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JIAMBITY YIIiH KeJieci HycKayJapAbl YChIHABL. OCBHI 3epTTey/ IiH HOTIKeNepi KOpeH TiliH FaHa eMec, TapH-
XBIH, MOJICHUETIH, CasicaThl MEH SKOHOMMKACHIH JIa YHPEHYTe KbI3BIFYIIBUIBIFE 0ap CTYACHTTEPAIH CaHbIH
KeOeliTyre aiTapibIKTail yiec Kocybl MyMKiH. BypbIH, OChl Macesie a3 3epTTeireH OOJaThlH, COHIBIKTaH
OyJ1 Makaiagarkl Tagaysiap OuTiM Oepy canachlHIa 63apa THIMIII CKiXKAKThI BIHTBIMAKTACTHIKTHI OPHATYFa
cepriiic 6epir, Kazakcran men Kopest apacsiina Oinim Oepy cajlacblHIaFbl aliMacyjapra, COHBIMEH KaTap
JUIUIOMATHSIIBIK KapbIM-KaThIHACTapFa J1a OH BIKIAJI €Te/li IereH YMIT 0ap.

Tyiiin ce3mep: kopeiitany, anb-®Papabu atbiHmarsl Kazak YITTBIK yHHBEpcHTETi, OimiM  Oepy,
BIHTBIMAKTACTBIFBI, TUTIIOMATHSIIBIK KapbIM-KaTbIHACTAP.

Annoramus. CTaTbs IIOCBSIICHA COTPYIHAYECTBY B chepe 0oOpa3oBaHUS M IEPCIEKTHBAM €€ pa3BUTHS Mexay Pe-
crry6immkoit Kazaxcran u Pecrry6nukoit Kopes. Ilociie ycTaHOBIEHHS! IUITIOMAaTHIECKHX OTHOLICHHHMEXKIY ABYMS
CTpaHaMH MOJKHO MPOCIEIHTh MOJOKUTENbHYI0 AMHAMUKY COTPYJHHYECTBA B KYJIbTYpHO-00pa30oBaTEILHOM
HanpaBieHuu. Ha naHHbBIN MOMEHT, cuctema kopeeBeneHus B KazaxcraHe HaXOQUTCs HA HaYalbHOM cTa-
qun. 13 Bcex ynuBepcuteroB Kaszaxcrana, HanOosbIero mporpecca jo0mnachk kadeapa KopeeBeIeHUs
Kasaxckoro HannonansHoro YHuBepcurera, OTKpbIBIIas cBou asepu B 1994 rony. Llensto gaHHON cTaTh
SIBIISIETCS] aHAJIM3 TEKYILEro IT0JIOKEHUs KopeeBeaeHust B Kazaxcrane Ha npumepe Kadeapsl KOpeeBeIeHNs
B KasHY u npemnoxenne nepcrekTHB i1t pa3BUTHSI 00pa30BaTeIbHOTO COTPYAHNYECTBA Mexay Pecry-
6mkoit Kazaxcran u Pecriyonmukoit Kopest. 3HaunTennbHOE BHUMaHUE YAEISIETCS IPOSKTaM U IporpamMMam,
MIPOBOIUMBIM Ka3aXCTaHCKOM CTOPOHOM 7Sl IPOIBMKEHNUS JaHHOM crienuanbHocTH. Ha ocHOBe mpoBenen-
HOTO MCCIIEZI0OBAaHNUs, aBTOPaMH OBbUIN TPEIOCTABIICHBI JajbHEHIIINE yKa3aHUsl Ul Pa3BUTHS COTPYTHUYEC-
cTBa B cpepe oOpazoBanust Mexxay Kazaxckum HarmonansHeiM YHEBepcuteTroMm n PecriyGnukoi Kopest.
Pe3ynbraTsl JaHHOTO HCCIEJOBAHUS MOTYT BHECTH CYIIECTBEHHBIN BKJIA/] B yBEJIMUEHUH YHUCIIA CTYICHTOB,
3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX HE TOJIBKO B M3YUEHUHU KOPEHCKOro f3bIKa, HO M, UCTOPHUHU, KYJIbTYpPbI, MOJIUTHKH U
sKoHOMUKH. Panee, nanHast mpoOyiemMa OblIa Mao U3ydyeHa, MOITOMY OXKHIAETCs, YTO aHAJIN3bI, TaHHBIC B
CTaThe, 1a/yT PHIBOK YCTAHOBJICHHIO B3aUMOBBITOJTHOTO COTPY/IHHUYECTBA B chepe 00pa3oBaHUS U OKAKET
MIO3UTHBHOE BIMSHUE Ha 0Opa3oBarenbHble 00MeHbI Mexry Kazaxcranom n Kopeeit, Tak sxe ¥ Ha AWIUIO-
MaTHUYECKUE OTHOILEHMUS.

KoueBsie ciioBa: xopeeseneHne, Kazaxckuii HaMOHaIBHBIN YHUBEpCHTET UM. anib-Dapabu, oOpazosa-
TEJBHOE COTPYAHUYECTBO, AUMIOMATHUECKHE OTHOILICHHUS.

Introduction

In the context of globalization and regionaliza-
tion, Kazakhstan continues its foreign policy based
on the principles of pragmatism and multi-vectorism,
which is the foundation of the country’s foreign pol-
icy activity.

The Asianregion, and in particular its eastern part,
has become the most dynamic in the modern world.
In these conditions, Kazakhstan’s commitment as
an Asian state to the concept of a multipolar world
and the consolidation of bilateral relations with the
countries of this region meets its national interests.

Kazakhstan clearly sees itself as an integral part
of the Asian continent and is interested in economic
and political cooperation with Asian countries. The
Asian region, and in particular its eastern part, has
become the most dynamic in the modern world. In
these conditions, Kazakhstan’s commitment as an
Asian state to the concept of a multipolar world
and the consolidation of bilateral relations with the
countries of this region meets its national interests.

South Korea occupies an important place in the
multi-vector foreign policy of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan. Current stage of relations between Ka-
zakhstan and South Korea might be regarded as
transformative stage between the two countries as
approaching higher level: a strategic partnership.

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations
between the Republic of Korea and the Republic of
Kazakhstan, (Mr. Kong-romyoung, Ambassador of
the Republic of Korea to the Russian Federation and
Mr. Kanat Saudabayev, Ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan to the Russian Federation, signed
a diplomatic protocol in Moscow, Russiaon January
28 1992)based on common values such as market
economy and cultural exchange,a practical partner-
ship has steadily developed. Kazakhstan recognizes
the contributions Korean companies have made-
due to theiractive investments in Kazakhstan since
itsindependence and considers its relation with Korea
important thanks toKorean technology and expertise
that spur economic development in Kazakhstan by
allowing for diversification in industry.
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Despite investment by Korean companies drop-
ping sharply following the foreign exchange crisis
in Korea in 1997, President Nursultan Nazarbayev’s
visit to Korea in November 2003 and President Roh
Moo-hyun’s visit to Kazakhstan in September 2004
reinvigorated economic ties between the two coun-
trieswith the joint development of Caspian Sea crude
oil and mineral resources serving as one such exam-
ple. Kazakhstan firmly supported the denucleariza-
tion of the Korean peninsula and the peaceful reso-
lution of the North Korean nuclear issue based on
its own experience of giving up nuclear weapons in
1993. Apart from this, co-operation between the two
countries is expanding both politically and diplomati-
cally in various international organizations including
the United Nations(UN).Additionally, President Lee
Myung-bak’s visit to Kazakhstan in May 2009 raised
the bilateral relationship to a strategic partnership,
and the scope of bilateral and international coopera-
tion continues to widen (Kim, 2012a, 63).

As a result, Korea and Kazakhstan are inter-
ested in developing not only political and economic
exchanges, but cultural exchanges as well, such as
education. As can be seen in the Korea-Kazakh Joint
Statement (Sections 5 and 6) of November 13, 2003
and the Korea-Kazakh Joint Statement (Section 5) of
September 20, 2004, both Korea and Kazakhstanare
interested in cultural and educational exchanges in
the private sector. The educational exchanges be-
tween Korea and Kazakhstan are likely to develop
because of the mutual trust between the two countries
and the support and interest of both countries. It is
also important to consider how expandingeducation-
al exchanges could go on to become a part of public
diplomacy policy (Kim, 2008: 308).

Unfortunately, Korean studies in Kazakhstan are
limited to Korean language education which rarely
leads to further development of the broader field of
Korean studies.

(1) There is little variety in Korean studies since
university classestend tofocusexclusively on the Ko-
rean language.

(2) It is difficult to train specialists in Korean
studies due to a lack of diversity in Korean Studies as
well as financial limitations.

(3) There is no central body that would be able to
lead Korean Studies in Kazakhstan.

These problems affect not only Korean Studies
programs in Kazakhstan, but throughout Central Asia
as a whole. Since the establishment of diplomatic re-
lations between the Republic of Korea and the Re-
public of Kazakhstan, many Kazakhstan and Korean
authors wrote articles and books about educational

relations and cooperation of Korean studies between
these two countries.

For example, in 2001 German Kim wrote
an article “Korean Studies in Kazakhstan and
Central Asia: the Past, the Present and the Future”
(German, 2002). German Kim in co-authorship
with Kim Sang Cheol analyzed when and why
Russian Koreans who were forced to migrate to
Central Asia in the Soviet period began to reeducate
Korean language by the article “Korean Education
in soviet Korean Community and its’ Materials”
(German, 2009).

In the book «The Republic of Kazakhstan and the
Republic of Korea: Towards a strategic partnership»
German Kim gave a general information about
diplomatic relations between two country and the
prospects of development (Kim, 2012).

Nelly Han in her research work “Process and
the system of Korean Studies in Kazakhstan” gave a
justified assessment to the status of Korean Studies in
the Republic of Kazakhstan (Han, 2015).

The academic journal “Newsletter of Korean
Studies in Kazakhstan” gave much assistance during
the work. N. Ospanov (Ospanov, 2015), Cho Yn-
Zhong, published about cultural and educational
policy of the Republic of Korea in Central Asia
(Cho, 2011). Also, South Korean politician Son
Yong-ho emphasizes the issues of bilateral cultural
cooperation in the context of ‘“understanding of
Korea and Kazakhstan in the cultural sphere and
ways to develop cultural relations between the two
sides”, and emphasizes ways of further development
of cultural ties (Son, 2010).

The problem is that there no information and
materials about the cultural-humanitarian cooperation
between Kazakhstan and Korea in the contemporary
stage. Also many authors did not research Korean
Studies’ state of weakness in Kazakhstan.

Methods used while researching are the next:
case study, event analysis and quantitive method, like
interview.

As the demand for Korean and Korean studies is
increasing, there is a need to find solutions to these
problems. In this article, I willdiscussthe current
situation of Korean Studies and the ongoing projects
of theAl-Farabi Kazakh National University, the
leading Korean Studies Institute of Kazakhstan, as
part of the plan to promote Korean Studies and solve
the aforementioned problems.

The purpose of this article is to identify and
analyze the problems of further development of
Korean studies in Kazakhstan, and also to present
ways for further cooperation.
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1. Status of Korean Studies in Kazakhstan

Korean language education in Kazakhstan
has been developing dramatically since official
diplomatic relations were establishedbetween Korea
and Kazakhstan in 1992. In the early days of Korean
language education in Kazakhstan the environment
was very poor due to a lack of specialized Korean
teachers, and lack of textbooks written in local
languages. Nonetheless, with the help of Koreans

volunteers sent by the Korea International Cooperation
Agency, Korean language education in Kazakhstan
grew gradually. Since then, public investmentshave
been made so as to promoteKorean cultural centers
and educational institutes (among them Kazakh
universities with Korean studies programs),as well
as the Korean Embassy(Kyo, 2016: 41).But,the most
significant development has been the systematization
of theKorean education system.Statistics regarding
the proliferation of Korean language programs in

working at local educational institutions and  Kazakhstan as of June 2014 are as follows:
Institutes Departments Location Students Teachers Remark
1 Kazakh National Univ. Korean and Japanese studies Almaty 120 22
Korean 91 16
, | Kazakh University of International Interpretation Almaty 43
Relations & World Languages Oriental Studies 48
Sum 182
Korean Astana 16 2
3 Eurasian National Univ. Second Language 15
Sum 31
) ) Foreign Language 2
4 Zhetysu National Univ. - Taldykorgan 43
Interpretation
5 Taraz State Pedagogical Institute English and Korean Taraz 49 1
6 East-Kazakhstan National Univ. thergture-Forelgn East-Kazakh 29 1
Studies(Korean)
7 Kyzylorda National Univ. English and Korean Kyzylorda 9 1
8 Taraz Innovat19n an.d Humanities English and Korean Taraz 13
University
9 Kazakh Economics University Korean Language Course Almaty 70 1
Kazakh-Russian International Extramural
10 University (Aktobe) Extramural Aktobe 0 1 17
11 Managemeqt and International Finance, Marketing-Korean Almaty 25 1
Service College
12 International Tourism College Tourism-Korean Almaty 27 1
13 Kazakhstan-Korean college Korean Culture-Society Fast-Kazakh 70 3 Extramural
«Kwang-Sung» Course 15
14 Almaty College Alatau English and Korean Almaty 26 1
15 | Kazakh National Academy of Arts Vocal Music Almaty 13 1
Almaty Music College named
16 after P.I. Tchaikovsky Extramural Almaty 0 1 25

While universities all over Kazakhstan offer Ko-
rean language classes,only major universities, such
as Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Kazakh
University of International Relations & World Lan-
guages, and Eurasian National University,have well-

developed Korean Studies departments that offer
specialized content courses in addition to language
courses.Overall though, very few teachers have spe-
cializations in Korean studies, and as such are only
able to teach the language. Even at the three large
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aforementioned universities there are few profes-
sors who are able to teach courses on Korean history,
politics, or economics, and thus emphasis is usually
onlygivento the language (Han, 2015: 278-279).

2. Current Status and Prospects for the Devel-
opment of Korean Studies in Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University

As we have seen above, the professional system
of Korean Studies in universities in Kazakhstan is
still in its infancy, but the Korean Studies Department
of Al-Farabi Kazakh National University is very in-
terested in developing Korean language and Korean
Studies programs. Among the four major departments
of Oriental Studies (Chinese, Far Eastern, Turkic, and
Arabic-Iranian), the activities of the Korean Studies
Department in Far Eastern Studies are outstanding and
the most energetic. In terms of class sizes, the depart-
ment is relatively small compared to the Chinese de-
partment, but it is never far behind in its enthusiasm,
activities organizedby undergraduates, academicac-
complishments garnered by its lecturers,and exchange
and cooperation with relevant linguistic nations. Stu-
dent exchange agreements have been signed with more
than 30 universities in Korea. In recent years, there has
been a gradual expansion of exchanges at the graduate
level which has provide the framework totrainfuture
Korean Studies specialists.

Al-Farabi Kazakh National University opened
its Korean department in 1994. Then, in 2011 the
Department of Far Eastern Studies was created
which links the Japanese and the Korean depart-
ments. (One of the main reasons for this was the
lack of doctoral level of staff in the Department of
Japanese Studies.) Despite being together in the De-
partment of Far Eastern Studies both the Department
of Korean Studies and the Department of Japanese
Studies work independently, including:selecting
and recruitingnew students, developing curriculum,
and managing personnel (lecturers, professors) No
other university in Kazakhstan can rival the amount
of lecturers and students that the Department of Ko-
rean Studies at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National Uni-
versityhas.

2016-2017 Year Number of Lecturers: 23

— 11 Doctorates (6 professors, among them 1
professor from the Korean Foundation(KF)

— 12 MA students (Instructor)

Number of Students: 109
— 100 undergraduate students (1st year — 18, 2nd
year — 26, 3rd grade — 33, 4th grade — 23)

— 9 graduate students (MA- 7), (PhD- 2)

Additionally, efforts are being made to promote
professional Korean studies through the following
research projects:

(1) Korean Studies Promotion Project

(2) Korean Studies Specialist Training Program

(3) Network formation with various institutions
in Korea (Lee, 2017)

2.1 Korean Studies Promotion Project

In Kazakhstan, there are no regular journals or
academic conferences related to Korean Studies, and
consequently there is little opportunity to present
research results. The professors and faculty of Korean
Studies at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
regularly organize and participatein various Korean
academic conferences to further the goals and bolster
interest in Korean studies. An excellent example
of this is the Korean Studies Conference hosted by
the Central Asia Korean Studies Professor Council
which will be held in Almaty for the fourth year.
The Korean Studies Conference is an international
academic conference in which Korean Studies
scholars from Central Asian countries such as
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan participate.
Professors from the Department of Korean Studies
at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University also
participate and organize to promote Korean Studies.

The Academic Center for Korean Studies,
established in 2003, is the main force behind the
promotion of Korean studies at the Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University. Among the research staff are
graduates and lecturers from the Department of
Korean Studies. Young scholars from Uzbekistan
and Kyrgyzstan also played a role in the center
for Korean Studies by contributing papers to the
journal, participating in seminars and conferences,
and conducting surveys. The Center went on to
conclude several agreements with similar research
centers in Korea, USA, Russia, Uzbekistan, and
Kazakhstan.

Holding seminars and conferences as well
as publishing academic journals are two ways
that would help to promote Korean studies.The
Center of Korean Studies receives support from
the Korea Foundation which itself has held several
regional and international conferences. The largest
international conference “Korean Diaspora in
Retro and Perspective” held on 13-15 July 2007,
was dedicated to the 70™ anniversary of Korean
Residence in Kazakhstan. Additionally, another
important conference ‘“Republic of Kazakhstan
and Republic of Korea: from the Establishment of
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Diplomatic relations to a Strategic partnership” was
held December 8 2009.

Then, in 1996 the Center of Korean Studiesbegan
to annually publish the academic journal «Newsletter
of Korean Studies in Kazakhstan»(In 2004 the title
waschanged to «The Newsletter of Korean Studies
in Central Asia»). The journal contains scientific
articles on history, culture, economics, literature,
Korean language studies, as well as insights into
the Kazakhstan-Korean relationship. It also focuses
on the history and present state of Koreans in
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Russia and elsewhere.

The Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
hosts and participates in the Kazakhstan Academic
Olympiad organized by the Kazakhstan government
every February or March. In 2011,with the
establishment of the Korean Studies section under
Oriental Studies in the Kazakhstan Academic
Olympiad the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
began to organize and compete in this field.

In Kazakhstan, Korean language courses are
available at 20 universities in 10 cities, but academic
exchanges between universities are rare sinceno
university is willing to playa leading role, and
distance between cities are too great. In the past
Korean studies events were held in each region or
university, but never on a nationwide scale. However,
since 2013, the Kazakhstan Academic Olympiad
further subdivided the field and actively encouraged
participation of non-professionals, as well as other
cities. As a result, the competition is subdivided
into three sections: Korean Studies (History),
Korean language and literature, and Interpretation.
It is now possible to hold Olympiads on a national
scale with various cities such as Almaty, Astana,
Taraz and Shymkent.Through this, opportunities
were provided for students from various regions and
universities in Kazakhstan to compete on Korean
studies andlanguage knowledge.In the future this
continuedexchange and competition will lead to the
further development of Korean language education
and Korean studies in Kazakhstan.

2.2 Korean Studies specialist training program

As I noted earlier, it is hard to find and train
qualified specialists due to problems such as lack of
diversity in Korean studies and insufficient funds. To
solve this problem, the Kazakh National University is
carrying out various professional training programs.

One such example is the Korea Foundation’s
(KF) guest professor program.Through this
program, we invite professors from Koreawho
have specialized knowledge in the fields of history,

politics, economics, etc. . In Kazakhstan such
experts are in short supply, so thanks to this program
students are able to receive more professional
knowledge from these experts.

Over the past 20 years, an average of 25-30
students have graduated from the Department of
Korean Studies at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University. Many of them want to acquire additional
expertise in Korea apart fromKorean languagecourses
offered through their master’s and doctoral programs.
However, given the local economic situation, Korean
tuition and living expenses are a luxury that few
could afford which means that many are unable to
study abroad in Korea. To solve these problems, the
Korean Studies Department of the Kazakh National
University, in cooperation with the Korea Foundation
(KF),has created a scholarship program for graduate
students. Since January 2016 the ‘Graduate Studies
Fellowship Program’, has awarded tuition subsidies
to one PhD and four MA students. Additionally, MA
students now have the opportunity to spend one year
of their program studying in Korea, deepening their
knowledge and expertise in Korean studies,thanks
to a dual degree program concluded between Al-
Farabi Kazakh National University and the Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies.Beginning this
April, a dual degree program will open between
the Department of Korean Studies at the Al-Farabi
Kazakh National University and thePusan University
of Foreign Studies in Korea (Lee, 2017).

2.3 Broad network formation with various
institutions in Korea

Over the last 23 years, the Department of
Korean Studies at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University has achieved formidable results in
education and research through exchange and
cooperation with Korean scholars from various
countries including Korea. In 2001, it concluded
an academic cooperation agreement with Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies, and since thenit has
established research and educational agreements
with more than 30 Korean universities. In recent
years, it also formed a broader network by engaging
in exchanges not only with universities, but with
various Korean companies as well. For example,
POSCO, Shinhan Bank and Kazakhstan Small and
Medium Enterprises Association are organizing
periodic scholarship programs to help students to
improve their understanding of Korea. In this way,
Al-Farabi Kazakh National University is establishing
a broad network between various universities,
institutions, and companies in Korea to encourage

Central Asian Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Ne3 (2017)



42 The present situation and prospects for the development of education cooperation between ...

interest amongst students in Korean studies, which
would lead to a greater understanding of Korea itself.

In addition, Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University and the Gangnam Severance Hospital have
concluded an agreement which provides a place for
Korean doctors to volunteer for free services within
the university. Free medical benefits are offered not
only to Kazakhstan National University students but
also to all Kazakhstani citizens. This not only gives
the students who are studying Korea, but also the
ordinary people of Kazakhstan, a good awareness of
Korea.

The formation of this broad network of
Korean universities, companies, and even medical
institutions by Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
will lead to a better understanding of Korean Studies,
and will positively impact the relationship between
Kazakhstan and Korea (Kim, 2012a:185 ).

3. Problems and Directions of the Department
of Korean Studies at the Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University

Despite the efforts made by the Department of
Korean Studies at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University to develop Korean studies, there are
still problems to be solved. I will briefly touch on
the problems and discuss the future plans for the
department of Korean Studies.

First, the quantitative and qualitative aspects of
academic conferences for the promotion of Korean
Studies are still lacking. There are no academic
conferences or journals that help to establish a
professional system except for the Korean Studies
Conference hosted by the Central Asia Korean
Studies Professor Council. In order to solve this
problem, future scholars from Kazakhstan must
create academic institutions on their own initiative.
Furthermore, academic conferences must be
organized and journals published in order to promote
Korean Studies.

Secondly, the number of specialists in Korean
studies is far from ideal. At Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University, there are at least 2 to 4 graduate
students each year, many of whom work as teachers
in the department. Due to local conditions, more
professors tend to have only an MA degree, as
opposed to a PhD, and their knowledge tends to be
limited to the Korean language. Many would like
to put their language knowledge to use and study
Korean history, politics, economics, culture, etc., but,
due to economic reasons, very few of these talented
candidates are able to.

While the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University

has put together a variety of programs to increase
the number of Korean studies experts, there is still
much more work to be done. A typical example is a
double degree program in which a dual degree can be
obtained in Korea while attending the Master’s degree
programat Al-Farabi Kazakh National University. In
the case of the double master’s degree program at
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, the student
must pay the full tuition. As of April of this year,the
dual master’s degree program between the Al-Farabi
Kazakh National University and Pusan University of
Foreign Studies will only pay forhalf of the tuition
fee. Consequently, it is difficult for Kazakh students
to study in Korea which only exacerbates the problem
of a lack of doctoral students in Korean studies.

In order to raise the level and quality of Korean
Studies, education qualifications for Masters-level
staff must be steadily and consistently improved.
Furthermore, there is a need for a program that
addresses the financial hardships faced by Kazakh
students which ultimately prevent them for entering
a doctoral program.

Third, it is necessary to form a bilateral network
between Kazakhstan and Korea,as opposed to aone-
sided one. Like most Korean and Korean studies
institutions 1in Kazakhstan, Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University isa one-sided beneficiary in its
relationship with Korea. In order for long-term and
genuine academic exchanges to flourish, networks
need to be formed in both directions. Therefore,
Al-Farabi Kazakh National University also needs
to consider how it can have a positive impact on
Korea.

Conclusion

There is always demand for Korean language
and Korean studies in Kazakhstan. More than
1,000 students study at the Almaty Korea Institute
of Education, a situation that has lead to Korean
interest in the university. However, while the demand
for Korean and Korean studies in Kazakhstan is
increasing, the expertise and diversity of Korean
studies in Kazakhstan is still lacking. If theculture,
economy, politics, culture, and history are not
supported by the development of Korean Studies, the
growth of Korean language education will soon reach
its limit. To solve these problems, the Department of
Korean Studies at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University is making efforts to promote Korean
Studies at its center. The Department of Korean
Studies at the Al-Farabi Kazkh National University
has been leading the development of Korean studies
in Kazakhstan since its establishment in 1994,
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pursuing various projects to promote Korean Studies.
The following table summarizes the current projects

undertaken by the Department of Korean Studies at
the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University.

Type of project

Concrete Programs

Korean Studies Promotion Projects

- Organize and participate in Korean Studies conferences with Central
Asian institutions and universities

-Activities organized by the Academic Center of Korean Studies
-Organize and participate in the Korean Studies section of the
Kazakhstan Academic Olympiad with Kazakh Government

Korean Studies Specialist Training Programs

-Korea Foundation’s (KF) guest professor program
-Graduate studies fellowship and scholarship programs
-Dual degree programs with Korean universities

Expanding the exchange networkwithvarious
institutions in Korea

-Research and educational agreements with more than 30 Korean universities
-Scholarship programs with various Korean companies and organizations

It would not be an exaggeration to saythat the
Department of Korean Studies at the Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University is a unique Korean education and
research institute in Kazakhstan. Currently, there are
more than 30 universities that have formal agreements
with South Korea. Many of thesegraduates work in
Korean organizations, such as Korean companies
and embassies. However, the Department of Korean
Studies at Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
suffers from a lack of academic conferences
promoting Korean Studies, a lack of programs that
would increase the number of specialized Korean
researchers, and a lack of complementary networks
with Korean universities and institutions. In order to
solve these problems, scholars in Kazakhstan must

firstfocus on researchingKorean studies by attending
academic conferences and publishing journals.
Second, a financial aid program must be created that
would help young people study for their masters
or doctorate degree in Korea. In doing so, we must
increase the number of Korean studies specialists
affiliatedwith the university. Third, for the sustainable
development of Korea and the Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University, the Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University should also work to establish a mutual
network that can positively affect Korea. We must
pay attention to the positive impact that the Al-Farabi
Kazakh National University will have on educational
exchanges between Korea and Kazakhstan, as well as
diplomatic relations.
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